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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


we have disobeyed those whom we love, we see in 
ourselves the same result — shame, and the very 
existence of shame shows that we deeply leel the 
pain we have brought upon those who love us, and 
we leel a delicacy or timidity in meeting them. 
This is shame, and tbo result of our ungrateful 
conduct, of which we are so conscious and sensitive. 
No wonder our first parents hid themselves. . We 
all feel the same disposition today, even if it is 
six thousand years ago. The evolution theory of 
Darwin does not hold good in this instance. There 
is no change in the feelings, disposition and temper- 
ament of the human family for 80 centuries. We 
still remain the same. 

In the second place we notice in this circum- 
stance, the suggested expediency &f sin. They bid 
themselves. They did not expect to escape by 
hiding. The act was the natural result It seemed 
to be the unpremeditated action without consulta- 
tion or agreement. But is not this the expediency 
of sin? Will not every one do this even now? No 
person feels proud of their wrong-doing. We will 
all try to cover up and hide the sin of which we are 
ashamld. If we cannot hide the sin, then we will 
hide ourselves. The murderer will hide the proofs 
of his guilt. The thief holds down his head with 
shame. No guilty conscience can have the full 
light of justice. This is the natural feeling and is 
prompted by fear. A penalty had been threatened, 
Satan had denied the truth of this; but the inward 
conviction could not be quenched. Every one who 
commits sin fear, even if they have never beard of 
God, or they bave no idea of Christian morality, 
yet they know they have injured some one, and 
that there is a penalty, andjthat penalty they fear. 
Men naturally dread the consequences and^results 
of their evil doings. They dread punishment and 
disgrace. 

This feeing of hiding is also prompted by shame. 
The bhaine of having wounded so much love, of 
having despised so much affection, of having off- 
ended without a cause, bad the tendency to cause 
them to hide. This is shame. The very" folly of 
having listened and succumbed to the temper 
caused them to feel that tbey would rather not look 
the Lord in the face as of old, they knew they 
were found out. Then it is no wonder they hid. 

Is it not possible, too, that by biding themselves 
they entertained a hope of postponing punisJiment ? 
This was an acknowledgement that the Lord was 
omnicient Tbey felt in their hearts He knew all 
about it. So realizing that th"re would naturally 
be a punishment as the result of their sin, tbey 
thus by hiding themselves entertained a hope of 
postponing punishment. This was a silent and a 
natursl tribute to the Omniscience and Omnip- 
otence of God. This is still to be found in the hu- 
man family. The intuitive knowledge of God's 
Omniscience takes such a bold on the conscience of 
man, that it matters not where he bides himself, 
remorse is the result. Sometimes this remorse 
grasps a man in such a vice clasp that he sees no 
peace, and he realizes the very torments of the 
damned. No wonder so many murderers and 
criminals give themselves up into the bands of 
justice. It is the result of remorse. They may 
' hide with the hope of postponing punishment; but 
the vision of the punishment that must eventually 
come upon them, if it is even after death, until 
then, while man, soul, spirit and body, Is worked 
up to such a pitch that he sees no peace. Some 
times people think that if they receive their pun- 
ishment here they will not have it after death. 
This, no doubt, causes many to give themselves up 
to the law. 

In the third place this hiding is tiie attempted re- 
source of sin. They hid 'among the trees,' It was 
a poor refuge, .but it was the best they had. What 
a fragile hiding place ! How unsubstantial it was ! 
But tbey thought for the moment it would answer 
the purpose. But there was no protection there ; 
the voice of God found them out, and revealed 
their biding place. We think, now, looking back 
at it, knowing all the circumstances, how foolish it 
was in them to hide from the Lord in a clump of 
trees. But are we any bettor to-day ? Are we not 
doing the same thing ? We have offended and dis- 
obeyed God. Our conscience tells ui we have. 
Now what do we do? the very same thing which 
our first parents did. 


Many of us try to hide from God amid the trees of 
the business of life. We foolishly think that in the 
engagements and employments of life, we think we 
can escape him. How busy we are! Our thoughts 
are frequently taken entirely from the Lord. We 
hide ourselves, as we think completely. So com- 
pletely in our own imagination that we have no 
fear that the voice of God will ever reach us. We 
almost get bold and defiant in our hiding place. 
We pririe ourselves on our smartueaa in selecting 
clump of trees. The foliage is so thick, that we 
think no voice or person can penetrate them. 
Then when we do this, and we often do it deliber- 
ately, what better are we than pur first parents. 

Again, others hide among the trets of the pleasures 
and enjoyments of time. What a familiar picture 
this is! How often do we find man resorting to* 
these as a refuge from the voice of God ! Wo feel 
that we owe God much. We feel that we have 
been ungrateful. AVe hardly dare look our record 
in the face squarely. Then is it any wonder man 
will resort to pleasures and even the exciting en- 
joyments of sin to hide from the Lord. In the 
cultivation of' all the higher tendencies of the 
heart — art, science and wealth ; in the gratification 
of self; in the vanities and follies of the world ; he 
hides from the call of God, and drowns the divine 
voice in the noise of dissipation. The things that 
give us pleasure and enjoyment are the gifts of 
God. Every blessing that will gratify and make 
happy the soul comes from God. We cannot men. 
tion anything that makes glad the heart ol man 
that does not come from God. Then as our first 
parents did, we hide from Him amid the trees of 
Hia own creation — trees that he bad created for 
the happiness of man. 

Then lastly, we find men hiding ^rom God amid 
the trees of rationalism, infidelity and unbelief - 
Those who get in this clump of trees try to make 
themselves believe they are perfectly secure. 
They slop their ears. They get deeper and deeper 
into the forest, and the farther they get away from 
God the safer they feel. Indeed so safe do they 
feel sometimes, that they become defiant. They 
ridicule and scoff at the very idea of God, because 
they have gone so far away ; they are trying to con- 
sole themselves with the idea that there is no God. 
*No God !' th<*y shout. 'We hear Him not,' - they 
boastingly say. So secure do tbey feol in this 
refuge, that they will coax and persuade their fel- 
low man to join them. Their shouts and impre- 
cations of defiance lead many to follow them. 

Remember the fate of our first parents will be 
the fate of humanity. The voicefof God will pen- 
etrate our fastness ; we may die among tbo trees, 
but we must bear in mind that the forest of death 
cannot hide us from Him. The voice ot Qod will 
penetrate tbe strongest tomb ; then where is thy 
refuge poor soul ? After defying God in life, and 
thinking we are perfectly secure, we will make 
tbe mistake of eternity. How can we after running 
away from God, stopping our ears to His voice of 
love, defying all the approaches of mercy, expect 
His pardon in eternity ? Let our own hearts be the 
judge, we will condemn and despise ourselves for 
our ingratitude and lack of good sense. 

Hark ! It is the voice, and love, and mercy that 
calls you know. 'Adam, where art thou?' Why 
not answer here am I ! It is foolish and sinful to 
deny we bave heard the call. He calls us every 
day. Tbe voice of affliction, distress, yea tbe voice 
of the grave calls out to us, then why not answer ? 
After awhile when the day is past, and the night 
of the tomb darkens all around, tbe voice of God 
will call, and we dare not, we cannot turn a deaf 
ear any more. We shall go into His presence with 
fear and trembling and remorse. We shall call 
upon the rocks and hills to hide us from view, but 
alaal in vain. Our experience may be the utter* 
ance of allotment, one of those who bid among, the 
trees of infidelity — one who induced many to follow 
him — anticipating tbe last call of God when all 
shall bear, He cried. 'Hell itself will be a refuge, 
if it does but hide me from thy frown,' Then let 
us answer the e til of G<kI now. in the noontide of 
tbe day of grace, lest tbe night of death closes 
around us. 


An Outside View of the Brethren Church. 


A man that c»n not inind hU own business is 
not to be trusted with tbe King's.— Savillk. 


BY H. P, BBINKWORTH. 

'Charity thinketh no evil' — so say a Paul, 1 Cor. 
13th chapter (read the whole.) It is necessary at 
times to give evidence uninterested, whereby we 
may secure something that is not only interesting 
but useful to others. For the past five years we 
have Blear 1 il y watched the proceedings, conversions, 
writings, &c, of the leading spirits in the Evan- 
gelistic circles, and as we pen these lines ihey are 
for profit, for consolation to weary ones whose 
hearts almost faint by the way, and for the en- 
couragement of Zion at large. 

Having repeatedly heard prophecies, and alio 
assurauces of the downfall ot this Beet, we have 
anxiously awaited same and are still on tbe fence 
waiting, watching to see tbe aforesaid prophecies 
fulfilled ; but with what degree of assurance that 
the same may be verified in my day and generation 
I verily have thought it best to transmit to my 
children, and if needs be their children, these facts 
and these prophecies, telling them to watch, that 
assuredly tbey will come to pass, As we notice 
weekly tbe accessions to tfc churches, the announce- 
ments of organizat ions, the opening of new fields in 
Qospel work, tbe accessions by large numbers, the 
multitude of Evangelistic workers in the States, 
and we have a 'force of circumstances' so strongly, 
arrayed against the downfall that we are about to 
say : ' The old Prophets are all dead, and the young 
ones are of no force. 1 

(Surely, as Christians, we should hail with joy 
the success of Christ's caube wherever found, and 
the downfall of Satan's kingdom. But how is this 
field viewed, generally speaking, from tbe point 
from which it started. Jealousy that greatest of 
evils is rampant and as it goes about, is on the 
lookout to destroy, to deface, to annihilate if could 
be, even the slightest work that is for the cause of 
which they bear no part at all. But tbe query 
arises, can a child of God act with jealous, selfish, 
motives? can a spirit truly born of God be imbued 
with principles antagonistic with such fruits as 
spoken of in Gal. 6th chapter? Can a tree bear at 
the same time good and bad fruit? or a fountain 
sweet and bitter water? Nay, verily. What then 
must be the conclusion of the matter ? These things 
exist, for we see and hear them continually. The 
spirit must be sensual that baa crept in unawares, no 
doubt, and unless wo guard against it, may we not 
be found sinning against better light, better 
knowledge, and certainly, ought to ask forgiveness. 

Now as wo take another look, we ask, what IB 
the difference manifest between the original and 
the new of to-day ? One ie already paying salaries, 
but is not the other advocating the same? One has 
Colleges, but has not both ? And who can see any 
impropriety in tho paying of those who give their 
time and attention to the preaching of God's word? 
Does not His word so ordain and is not the com- 
mand to receive for same more general than the 
command for feet washing 1 Were we to look at 
these matters outside of any bias, we must conclude 
this is right and if right, is it not wrong to not fol- 
low Baid teachings? It will not do to follow our 
forefathers wherein they may have erred. This 
we should avoid. To the law and to the testimony 
we should go. 

As to the manner of conducting the press, we 
must say that the papers have improved in tone, 
far ahead of even last year. The root of bitterness 
so very pregnant has abated and we look for the 
absence altogether of uncharitable productions. 
There is not time, brother or sisters to discuss 
such things. Our time here on earth ie short and 
precious — devote then to reclaiming others who, 
perad venture, may still be on tbe background. 
But labor for love, union, and souls as did your 
Master when on earth, and I verily believe that 
should there be no reunion of kindred spirits here 
on earth, there certainly will be no necessity for 
apartments labelled, or signs in the forehead, by 
which in the haven of eternal rest, we have to dis- 
tinguish between the Brethren or the Conservative, 
but all have Been eye to eye, have had their robes 
washed and made white in the blood of tbe Lamb. 
And no more will we bear as we have heard, bat 
wonder how we could have acted as we did when 
we remember He said, Forgive^ us as we forgave 
others. 

'"'Vol 


